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The Moft Reverend Father in G O D 


T HOM AS 


Lord Arch-biſhop 


CANTERBURY-> 
Primate. of all England and Metropolitan, 
| A N D | 
One of Her Majeftics moſt Honourable Privy-Coun-- 

cl, G&W. ML © 

May it pleaſe your Grace, 

YR old Tabernacle at St. James's, being lately 

turned into a decent and pretty Chappel, through 
Jour Grace's noble Benefaction and generous Pre- 
ſentments, I think it, my Duty thus Solemnly to Recog- 
mze- your Grace s Favours, tho I am affraid 1 ſhall not 
long enjoy the Happineſs thereof, being under an obligati- 
n to Madam Wallop of Hampſhire, to refide upon my 
Farſonage in that County, aſſoon as the great Waſts and 

KE 2. Dilapi- 


es 
n 


Dilapidations can be repaired, and the Living put into a 
more habitable and pleaſant Condition. 3 

However, tho God hath aſſigned me another Portion in 
his ſacred Vineyard to Cultivate and Improve, yet while 
' Tam in Town I ſhall Study, according to my Ability, to 
promote God's Glory, and to edify the Souls of the People 
in your late Pariſh of St. James's, of which your Grace 
was Rector many Tears, and in which my ſelf was firſt eſla- 
bliſhed morning Preacher to the aforeſaid Tabernacle by 
your Grace s Favour, and at the inſtance and recommenda- 
tion of my very worthy Friend the preſent Biſhoy of Ely. 
And I cannot but further take notice of your Grate's 
Kindneſs, that while I was at my Nectom in the Country 
this Summer, and being not able fo ſoon to leave my dif 
. Couraping and vexatious concerns, as to be preſent at the 
opening of the new Chappel, I was advertiſed by a Lettir - 
not to be concerned, ſince 'your Grace had promiſed to ſup-. 
ply my abſence by your own Chaplains, who Preached the 
two firſt morning Courſes there, for which Iam, 


ds Jour Gracc's 
In all bounden Duty and Service, 


THE FIRST 


2 Chron, VE ali. 


friſe O Lord into thy reſting Place, thou, 


Cod, and the Ark of thy fragt 


Uch have been the early Zeal and Picty of 
good Kings and Princes, in all the ſe- 
yeral periodsand reyolutions of the Church; 
that as ſoon 2 had any Breathing and reſ. 
pite from their Enemies round about them, they 
began to erect Temples, and other ſacerd Monu- 
ments, to the Praiſe and Glory of God, who had 
Bleſſed their Armies with ſuch Proſperous events; 
and likewiſe that they might return and give back 
1 (mall Portion unto the Lord, of the many 
Trophies of War, and of the reſt of their world- 
+: Subſtance, which the divine Bounty and Good- 
nels, had ſo * confer d upon them. ahe 
B 4 
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An Exhortation 


Abraham when he returned Victorious from the 

Battle of the four Kings, gave Tithes of the 

. Spoils of his Enemies unto Melchizedek, becauſe 

Gen 14. he was the Prieſt of the moſt High God. And 

ſuch was the Religious care and affection of 

David, whoſe Heart ſmote him as he intimates 

to the Prophet Nathan, ſince himſelf dwelt in an 

Saw. 7. Houſe of Cedar, while the Ark, a Token of thc 

divine Preſence, lodged only within. Curtains, 

that is, in a low and ſorry Tabernacle; and there- 

fore upon Subduing his Enemies, he ſtrait re- 

ſolved to Build the Houſe of the Lord, tho 

God would not accept the Profer, becauſe He 

was a Man of Blood. And afterwards when 

the Kingdom of Judah: fell to good Foſtah's lot 

we read what ſtrict and poſitive Orders that 

young Prince gave for the repair of the Tem- 

\King.22: Ple, that had been greatly damnificd and vr 

ſted by Manaſſeh and other Idolatrous Ty- 
rants. 

And were there no gratitude and ingenuity 
reigning among Men, yet it is a Sin of Omi 
ſion, to ſuffer the Church of God to run to 
decay, or to lic buried in Oblivion and Ruins; 
which was the Crime that incenſed the Lord a. 
gainſt the Jews, after their return from the Cap 
tivity ; for then they had Erected coſtly Habit 


a— — — © 


to frequent the Church. 


tations for themſelves, but took no care of the 
Houſe of God; for which negle the Lord re- 
proves them by his Prophet, ſaying, Hag. 1. 4. 


k it a time for you to dwell in cieled Houſes, and to 
kt my Houſe lie waſt? And in ſucceeding Ages, 
when the Temple was demoliſhr and rifled again 
by Shiſhack King of Egypt, and by Antiochus 
Eriphanes, [Joc 


Irince did it, as the Hiſtorian ſuggeſts, more out 
of oſtentation and vain Glory, and to humour 


to God. And when Conftantine had embraced 


Zealous and Bountiful the Emperor was in recdi- 
ing thoſe Churches that had been newly burnt 
and conſumed in the foregoing Perſecutions: 


the pious Example of her Son; who in that 
pace where ſhe found the Croſs of our Saviour, 
which ſhe had long ſought after, amidſt the Ru- 


- 


— 


3 of her Religious Affection unto God. And 
Socrates, who gives us a much greater account 
of the Arians than Euſebius, informs us that 


ſome of the Churches had the ill fate quickly 
B 2 to 


7 
0 
1 
4 
2» 
11S 


. : of. Antig, 
ephus is my Author,] That it was 1 = 


nobly Rebuilt by Herod the Great; tho that 


ad gratify the Jews, than in Zeal and Picty un- 


Euſeb. 


the Chriſtian Faich, Euſebius relates how very Hitt. lib. 


10, cap · 2. 


And the Empreſs Helena Auguſta ſoon followed 


ns of Feraſalem, erected a Church, to be a _— 
Teſtimony, as well of her Royal Magnificence, 7. 
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4 An Exhortation | 
to be thrown down again by the outragiouſne; z 
and violence of the Arian Faction, which could ll 
Soc. Hiſt. neyer have riſen to that height and prevalency, but 


# thro *the clemency and great indulgence of Co. k 
ftantine ; and therefore when thoſe Malecontent Ml 
the Alexandrian Presbyters, dared to broach ſuc, 
impious and heretical Doctrines, as deny ing te pr. 
Conſubſtantiality of the Son, that God was no dee 
always a Father, that the Word was not fron for 
Everlaſting, but had his beginning from non 

Soc. Hit thing, Oc. all which are to be read in the BI 

lib. i cap Op of Alexandria Letter, cited by Socrates; Noot 
ſay, ſince the Arians. had the Forchead to ven 01 
ſuch Blaſphemous Aſſertions, ſo highly derog 0 
tory to — honour of God, and his only R 
gotten and uncreated Son; the Emperor ſhoud F 
have followed Solomon 's Preſcription, a. Rod ff. 

„the Back of Fools, and not Complemented that 
ſour Party with ſuch a tedious * in the 7 
Council of Mice. In Fine, Solomon here in th d 
Text was cxcel'd by none, 1n raiſing-God a mol: 
magnificent Building, to be Adarcd and Glor 96 


bed in; who after he had. finiſhed the- famo 
Temple ar, Jeruſalem, to the general joy and fr 
tisfaction of the Hebrew People, and to the 
admiration and envy of all their Gentiliſh Neigh 
bours, Aſſembles the Elders 1 Jrael and al th 
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Head of the Tribes, and then ſolemnly Conſe- 
(ll crates and ſeparates that moſt ſumptuous and 
renowned Oratory to God's Service and Wor- 
hip: The carlieſt account whereof you have in 
„de 1 Hings 8. And as a ſupplement to that 
ou have in this Chapter, a repetition of that 
e raycr which Solomon ſpake at the Dedication of 
de Temple, only with ſome little addition; where- 
na fore: aſſoon as it was finiſhed, Solomon implores | 
In the Text, that the Lord would be pleaſed 
o riſe from his. heavenly Throne, and come 

on and enter into it. Saith Solomon, ariſe 
108 Lord God, into thy refling Place, thou, and the 
8 44 of thy ſtrength. 


For my further Proſecution of which Words 
fol hall do theſe four things. 


Firſt, J will ſhew in how many different Sen- 
dhe Church may be called God's refting Place. 


' Secondly, I will conſider the Divine Perſons 
ut Solomon prays to enter herein, which are 


cle two, Thou, and the Ark of thy ſtrength. 
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Thirdly; 
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Ann 


Thirdly, I will name ſome of che Spiritu MI! 
Bleſſings and Advantages that Men may reap by Nd 


frequenting the Houſe of God. | 
| 
Fourthly, And laſtly, I will draw a few pract 
cal Inferences, and fo conclude. (f 


I begin with the former of theſe, wiz. t 
ſhew in how many different Senſes, the Church"! 
may be called God's refting Place, which will HH 
as much as I ſhall be able now to diſpatch ; and" 
therefore I ſhall reſerve the other Generals to m 0 
next opportunity. 1 


Firſt. Then, the Temple is properly Style en, 
God's reſting Place, in regard 1 Ao 2 ec: 
fixed therein, which to that Day had been in Wl: 
wandring and unſtable Condition. N 

It is legible 2 Sam. 7. 6. that the Lord Com en 
plains to Nathan, how he had not dwelt in any Hot 
from the time that he brought up the Children of i n 
racl out of Agypt to that Day, but had walked i 
a Tent and in a Tabernacle; which Tabcernadd an 
was firſt pitch d in Gi/gal, then removed to Nur 
lob, afterwards tranſlated to Nob, and laſt of ifs 5 
carried to Gibeon, where Solomon found it; ich 


— 
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Heaven was placed therein: And the Taberna- 
de being a moycable' Tent, was continually car. 
ed about on the Pricfts ſhoulders, together with 
e Holy Veſſels and Utenſils thereof; for which 
caſon the Prieſts of the Tabernacle were not to 
(ficiate till 30 Jears 01, nor to continue af- 

zo, leſt the heavy Burthens at that time in- 
unbent on them, might hinder their growth, 
mpair their ſtrength, and ſhorten their Days. 
}Wu when the Ark was put into its reſting Place, 


] 


harged of their Burthens, then the reaſon of the 


Temple were admitted to a much earlier Ordina- 


las long as they were able to Adminiſter with- 
ut any limitation at all. 


ſenple God's reſting Place, the Ark of God, o- 
r which was the Mercy Seat, being fixed here- 
never to be tranſlated any where elſe, but 

re to remain till the Meſſias came. And ſuch 
ambulatory and unſetled condition the Lord 
aured ſome hundreds of Years, till this Houſe 
i Built to be a reſting Place for his Holy Ark, 
lich hitherto had been in Moſes's —— 


hs: Ark chat repreſented the glorious Majeſty of 


Lav ceaſed, and conſequently the Prieſts of the 
jon, and their duty and attendance was requi- 


Hence you learn how truly Solomon calls the 


: 


—— 


he Tabernacle deſtroy d, and the Prieſts diſ- Num. 4. 3. 
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nr 


And this may ſerve to put us in mind of our 
own caſe, who have in this place worſhiped the 
Lord a great many Years in a mean and ſorry 
Tabernacle: And if there had been no danger of 
its falling preſently, yet ought not the Lord to 
be ſerved in a more decent and cleanly mann; 
Can we be contented to Sleep in Houſes of Cedar 
and make no better Proviſion for the Glorif- 
ing of our heavenly Father? But bleſſed be God, 


our condition is mended, our Reproach is tak: 


away, and a decent Chappel Phænix- like, is rail 


out of the ruins of a decayed Tabernacle. 


Secondly. The Temple may be ſtyled God: 
reſting Place, in regard of the Sabbath, which i 


a Day of reſt to God, as well as to Man. 
' Moſes declarcs, Exod. 20. 11. that in ſix dy 


the Lord made Heaven and Earth, the Sea and d 


that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh day, when 


fore the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh, day and hallowedi 


But how did the Lord reſt on the ſeventh Da 
and after what manner did he Hallow and Co 
ſecrate it? Why, no otherwiſe, but by ccafin 


from his Works of Creation on that D 


Wherctorc do not think that there is any mo! 
Holineſs in the ſeventh than in the firſt Day, 
in Sunday than in Munday; for all * | 
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alike, only ſome are reputcd more Holy than o- 
thers, from their Pious Dedication and Eſta- 
bhſhment, from ſome extraordinary Commemo- 
nations and Feſtivities, and from the Religious 
Offices that arc Celebrated on thoſe- Days, which 
may intitle ſome to a better denomination than 
the reſt, elſe there is no difference, but all Days 
nd Times are Alike. 

This is another ſenſe, in which the Temple 
may be ſtyled God's reſting Place; becauſe here- 
in he reſts from common and ordinary Works, 
from the Works of Creation, tho' not from his 
Works of Providence and the Preſervation of 
all created Beings: Theſe break not the Lord's 
kc, and are no Violation of the Sabbath: If 
the Lord ſhould reſt from theſe one Hour, but 
one Moment, the whole Frame of -Heaven. and 
Earth would inſtanly crack aſunder and fall about 
our Ears. Nay ! there is another Work which 
God performs on the Sabbath Day, and nor 
y Infringment or Profanation thereof; and that 
1s the infuſion of his Grace upon our Hearts and 
Minds : And in this Senſe I underſtand thoſe 
Words of our Saviour's, Job. 5. 17. my Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work, That is, by inſtilling 
Holy Deſires and good Principles, and many 
other gracious Gifts _ Ornaments into the 
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An Exhortation 
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Souls of Men : And ſuch Works cauſe 10 Breack 
of the Sabbath, nor arc they any interruption to 


the Lord's Reſt. 
And our main Encouragement to obſerve the 
Sabbath is to this end, That God would be ples 


ſed to Purify and Adorn our Souls, and im. 


plant all manner of good Seeds and Virtuous 
Qualities within us. And when can we expect 
that the Lord ſhould. beſtow theſe Divine Fa. 
vours upon us, but on the Sabbath Day, and 
in his own Houſe, which is God's reſting Place, 
as well as Mans? Herein God ceaſes from com- 
mon Works, tho' not from Spiritual; ſo that it 
14.45,28: is moſt true what the Prophet ſpeaks concerning 
the Lord, that he his never Idle nor Weary. 
All che Weck long God provides -plentifully 
for our outward Man, and ſuſtains and nou- 


riſhes the Body with carnal and ſenſual. Proyi- 


ſion; but on Sundays in a more eſpecial manner 
he repleniſhes the Soul with Meat from his own 
Table, his moſt holy Word, that eternal Food 
of Angels as well as of Men. 


Thirdly. The. Church may be ſtiled God's reſt 
ing Place, becauſe here he graciouſly promiſes to 
meet his People, and ſhower down his Benefits up- 
on them. | | 4 
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to frequent the Church. 11 


And for the performance of this Promiſe, we 
have our Lord's own Words; Mat. 18. 20. Where 
mo or three are gathered together in my name, there 
an in the midft of them; which Words are ſpo- 
ken undoubtedly in reſpect to Solemn and Pub- 
ick Worſhip, that is a great deal more benefict- 
1 than domeſtick and private Devotion, becauſe 
then you have the united Prayers of a whole Con- 
zregation to Joyn with you, and they who can- 
not ſo well expres their own Deſires, may here 
be relieved out of the Oratory and Supplications 
of thoſe who are better qualified than themſelves. 
and where ſhould we make known our neceſſities,” 
and hope for the Divine Supplies but in the 
Churches, that are erected for ſuch Sacred uſes, 
and to give us frequent opportunities of appear- 
ng before the Lord; here the Lord ſtops, and 
looks down upon us, and lends an Ear to the 
Cries and wants of his People: And ſince God is 
praſed to grant the Church that Glorious Ti- 
de of his Houſe, and to record his Name there- 
In; without diſpute this is his Principal Seat and 
leſdence upon the Earth, wherein He engages 
{t- Io come and Bleſs his Servants. To this pur- 
to Weole God promiſes, Exod. 20. 24. In all places 
1p- Where I record my Name, there will I come and Bleſs 
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5 1 Diogenes Laertius, tells us that Zeno the Author Mo! 
olf the Stoicks, expreſly prohibited the Building of Ma 
Churches, thinking them a diſparagment ang M4 
reproch to an omnipreſent God, and- confining 
him as it were to too narrow limits: Thus the Ms; 
Stoick ſpeaks in Lucan; ar 


| Ei ne Dei ſedes, niſi terra & pontus & der? Mk 


And for this reaſon theſe: Philoſophers counter. Mer 
manded the Erecting of Temples and other . H 

cred Oratories. But from God's Command to Mai 

> Chr.c.7: Solomon to build the Temple, and his Appearing C 
in it afterwards, and filling the Houſe with he 
Glory, we are ſufficiently warranted and Autho - Mo 
| riſed to conſtitute ſuch Fabricks for publick and de 
| divine Worſhip. And there is no queſtion bu 
| Conſtantine and his Royal Mother, had as exalted: 
imaginations of the ubiquity and omnipreſence be 
of God, as any of the Stoicks; never the leſs the en 
were ſo far from thinking it a leſſening of in 
i immenſe Being, that · they could not ſatisfy thrii 
; Minds, before they had given demonſtrations o Ter 
1 their Zeal for God's Glory, by building oft: 
; Churches, and nobly Endowing them afterwards Wk: 
which vaſt expences ſuch: wiſe Princes would cer gi 

tainly ſpared, had they not lookt upon building 
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of Churches abſolutely neceſſary, and a Duty in- 
of Mcmbent upon them, as they were Nurſing Fathers 
d dbereof. ' 
Let not then the Principles of ſuch an arro- 
gent and ill. natured Sect warp your Judgments, 
nd cauſe you to depreciate any ſuch ſacred In- 
doſures, but to reverence rather the Sanctuaries x 
te Lord, according to God's expreſs Command, 
I, 19. 30. and to the true intention and Pi- 
ay of the Donour. And Sinde this is the Lord's 
Houſe, and the moſt eminent Place of his gra- 
nous Abode here below, let us approach it with 


to 

ns WMGodly fear and becoming Reverence: Neglect 
ot the ſtared hours of Prayer, nor any occaſion 
0. ol repairing: hither as oft as your Health and o- 
nd cher Avocations will permit. Here you may im- 


ploy your time, as well to God's Glory as to the 
enefit of your own Souls, and partake of moſt 
dieſſed Company, and converſe with your Hca- 
renly Father, and beg Pardon for all your paſt 
Ins, and obtain Grace to help in time of need. 
Pherefore as Solomon Prays a, little above my 
cxt; at the 21 verſe, hearken thou Lord, unto. 
be Supplications of thy Servants, which they ſhall. 
nale before thee in this Place, and when thou heareſt, 


„give. 


Fourthly., 


14. 
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An Exhortation 


ing Place, in regard of the Holy Ghoſt, which 


ordinary and viſible manner, diſpatch'd his Holy 
lighted onthe Apoſtles in the form of cloven Tongue 


inſtead of a Church; for in thoſe early Days they 


n... 


Foutbly. The Church may be ſtyled God's ref 


here He commiſſions to deſcend and light upon 


us. 
We read Afs 2. 1. that God in a moſt extra 


Spirit from above on the Day of Pentecoſt, which 


like as of fire, wherr they were all met with one as 
cord and in one Place; which Houſe ſerved them 


had none Built, nor was the Government on 
their ſide, but the Primitive Chriſtians were glad 
to Worſhipthe Lord any where, ſometimes above 
ground, ſometime under ground, as they had op 
portunity, and could do it with moſt Secrecy, 
It is legible again, Acts 10. 44. that as Peter 
Preached Chriſt to Cornelius and his Company, 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them which heard the 
Word, at which the Jews were aſtoniſhed, becauſc 
that on the Gentiles was poured out the Gift of tht 
Holy Ghoft. And can we think God will deny 
his Spirit to Believers, when he granted it to 
them who were Aliens and without the Pale of 
the Church? No doubt but God will impart 
the influences of his Spirit to us, that arc a. Nr 

| ſembled 
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ſembled ro hear his Word likewiſe in his own 
Houſe, from whence He communicates the Graces 
of the Spirit, for the perfefling of the Saints, for 
the Work of the Miniſtry, and for the ediſying the 
whole Body of Chriſt. 

The Church then isnot improperly called God's 
xſting Place, in regard of the various Gifts of the 
Holy Thott that are here diſpenſed and commu- 
ncated to all ſincere Believers. And what if 
he extraordinary Powers and operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt have long ſince abandoned the 
hurch, yet the more divine and ſanctifying Graces 
l continue, and are abundantly more profi- 
ble and helpful to our Souls than they, and that 
won ſeveral accounts. | 

Firſt, Miracles were all vifible and external 
xrformances, and could only lay a reſtraint up- 
n our outward bodily Senſes, but the divine 
nd ſanctifying Graces are inward Streams, and 
fluence the internal Powers and Faculties of our 
dul. Miracles only cofirmed the truth of 
in{tianity, but it is the others that teach Men 
d live as becoming good Chriſtians Miracles 
0 Wntibured but lle to the Planting of the Gol- 
!, but it was the fruits of the Spirit that St. 
ul enumerates, Gal. 5. 2 2. ſuch as Long: ſuſfering, 
atleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, . Meekneſs, I * | 
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which ſowed the Seeds of the Goſpel and brough 
Men over to Repentance, Faith, and new Obe. 


Secondly. Working of Signs, Wonders and 
Miracles, were no manner of uſe and advantage 
to the Diſciples of our Lord, nor did they ſig 
nify in the leaſt to the good of thoſe that wrough 


them, but were ſolely intended for the Bench 
of the People, for Strangers and Standers by, ane 
them who. had not received the Faith of Chil 
So that the Apoſtles made no Merchandize 0 
Traffick of them, nor did they ſeek tlie Appl. 
of Men, but were. heartily incenſed againſt ay 
them, who had ſuch ſiniſter ends in the workn7 
of them, as is plain from that remarkable paſſę u 
between Peter and Simon Magus; when the Mali, 
offered the Apoſtle Mony, on whomſocycr HA 
laid his Hands that they might receive the Hv. 
Ghoſt, He gave him a Curſe inſtead of a Neſſng i gr 
thy Mony Periſb with thee, becauſe thou haſt thug n 
the gift of God's Spirit might be purchaſed vi cc 
Mony, Acts 8. 20. Simon was a great Mamma 
niſt and had a covetous Eye, and concluded N Ch 


he could once obtain theſe extraordinary Po O 
at any rate, they would ſoon briflg, him in give 
Mony again, and that with great uſc and ad Hund 
tage, beſides the great Name and A pla, 
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high Honour and Renown that would certainly 
accrue to him thereby. But the Apoſtles made 
o ſuch lucre and gain of them, nor were they 
confcr'd upon them for their own ſakes, but for 
the Benefit of others. But as to the divine and 
anctifying Graces, they were an ineſtimable Rleſſ- 
ng to all thoſe into whoſe Hearts they were re- 
caved ; theſe made Men renounce their former 
Evil Practices, and heartily to embrace all true 
tity and Goodneſs for the future. | 
Thirdly. Another thing wherein the common 
ind ordinary fruits of the Spirit excel'd Miracles, 
vas in the long duration and continuance of them. 
Thoſe other more rare and extraordinary opera- 
tons of the Spirit laſted in the Church but a 
ſhort ſpace of time; and tho ſome held out longer 
than others, yet they were moſt withdrawn to- 
wards the end of the firſt Century, and no lon- 
ger ſuffer d to be wrought for the conviction of 
ay Man, and that with good reaſon ; for what 
need was there that Miracles ſhould be continued 
ay longer in the Church, when the Faith of 
Chriſt was received, and Goſpel planted? Why 
Would more Wonders and Signs be wrought to 
in Wave further teſtimony and credit to the Apoſtles, 
adi und that Religion they were to difſeminate through 
uſe, Wie World, when theſe things were already ac- 
D compliſhed. 
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compliſhed. When both Jews and Gentiles, Greeks 
and Barbarians did all Believe in the Name of Je- 
ſus, and began to Repent of their Sins; what fur. 
ther uſe was there of Miracles? This then was 
the true reaſon of their ceaſing, and the ſame 
ritate Religionis Chriſtianæ. But bleſſed be God 
the more common and ordinary fruits of the 
Spirit. ſtill remain in the Church; they hare 
been conſtantly derived down to us, from the 
dawn of Chriſtianity to this Day, and ſhall ne. 
ver ceaſe, as long as God: hath a Congregation 
of. faithful People upon the Earth: For tho M 
racles were neceſſary to gain belief; yet the d 
vine and ſanctifying Graces, have been uſe 
ever ſince to make Men practiſe according to tu 
Belief, and theſe will be continued to the end 
the World, according to our Saviour's Prom 
70..14. 16. who ſays, thathe would ſend his Dil 
ciples another Comforter, that ſhould abide with the 
for ever. 125% 1 
Laſtiy. Miracles and all ſuch extraordinary Git 
of the Spirit were diſpenſed unto wicked Men 
well as unto good; they were given unto H 
pocrites, Apoſtates and falſe Prophets, as vl. ; 
as to the true Diſciples and Apoſtles, as may. 
gathered from Mat. 7. 22. many will ſay wn" 
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in that day, Lord have not we Prophefied in thy 
Name,and in thy Name caft out Devils,and done ma- 
j wonderful Works; then will I profeſs unto them, 
| never knew ye, depart from me ye workers of Ini> 
ty. So that you fee Miracles were. formerly 
beſtow od upon wicked Men, as well as the good: 
hut theſe were as the School men call them, Gra- 
tie gratis date, non gratum Facientes, Gifts which 
God did gracioufly impart; but not ſuch Gifts 
smadc them gracious that recciyed them. Nor 
an it be denied, but abilities to work Miracles 
my be in them that make Shipwreck art 
Conſcience: Nor is it contrary to the wiſdom 
nd goodneſs of God, to beſtow fuch extraor- 
dnary Favours upon them that abuſe them, but 
er a greater inſtance of his Goodneſs, and to 
ae them the more inexcuſable in the Day of 
0" Wudement. But as to the more divine and ſancti- 
ng Graces, theſe will ſtay no where but in a 
cen and pure Heart, but in a Religious and 
nl dipoſed Soul; theſe excellent fruits of the 
> Writ belong only to the Righteous, and ſhall be 
rated on no other Stock, but the Green Tree 
ot on the dry: Whereas the Power of Mi- 
ces was given promiſcuouſſy to wicked People 
cl as unto good. 
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Us 


An Exbortation 


V pon theſe accounts the ſanctifying Graces of 

the Spirit are abundantly preferable to all the 
extraordinary and miraculous Gifts of the Spirit; 
theſe that remain are the moſt ſalutary and cfhey- 
cious Powers of the HolyGhoſt, and which cyery 
wiſe Chiriſtian ſhould be moſt Solicitous to ob. 
tain; Without theſe it were impoſſible we could 
ever be Saved; if we had not theſe inward aſſiſ. 
ances breathed into us, we ſhould never be able 
to Repent of our Sins, or to Purify our Souk, 
or to Pray with Zeal and acceptance unto Goc 
The Apoſtle aſſures us, we have no Power to heh 
our ſelves, but our ſufficiency comes from God, and 
elſe where, that it is in God both to will and d 
and not in us. Of our ſelves then we can d 
nothing; humane Nature is Frail, and our He 
Weak, and by no means prompt to good Work 
but averſe to every thing that is Divine and $p 
ritual. And therefore let the Pelagians cont: 
never ſo highly for the ſufficiency of their oy 
Wills, and their other natural Abilities, to cnabl 
them to lead godly and exemplary Lives, yet if d 
ſtitute of che Graces of the Spirit, they can never d 
what is incumbent. on them. Can a Veſſel the 
ſhe be never fo well Rigged and Trim'd, mos 
forward if there be no Air to drive her? To vb. 
uſe will all che Tackling ſerve, if the Winds Blo 
no 
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not, ſo let the Pelagians have all Arts and Sciences, 
ind all Rhetoric, yet they ſhall not be able to 
ail forwards to the Kingdom of Glory, unlefs 
he all-powertul Gales of the Spirit carry them 
forward 3 thoſe arc the Wings of the Dove, upon 
iluch our Souls muſt Fly and be at Reſt. 


Hſthiy. The Church may be called God's reſt- 
ng Place, becauſe here he propagates the Union 
tut is between the Saints in Heaven, and them 
tat are on the Earth. 

I ſpeaking now of the Church of God, you 
to underſtand not the Material, bat Spiritual 
Rulding, all the Faithful, and the whole collecti- 
n of Saints both above and below: Concerning 


ad one Spirit, and one God and Father of us all. © 
ind a little before he ſpeaks ſomwhat plainer, and 


ad of the Honſbold of God: That is, we are Mem- 
ders of the ſame Spiritual Society and Corpora- 
non with the Patriarchs, Prophets Apoſtles, and 
the reſt of that Heavenly Quire. And in refer- 
ace to the ſame Socicty St. Paul ſays elſc where, 
iv there. may be many Members, yet it is but one 
Body, and by one Spirit we are all Baptized into 
that one Body, whether Jew or Gentile, Bond er N 
That 


chich the Apoſtle affirms, there is but one body and Ebel. 4 


Aures us that we are Fellow-citizens with the Saints, cap. aver. 
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tion ſo ever, yet upon their ſincere Profeſſſon of 
Chriſtianity, they are all united to the ſame myſti 
cal Body, which is the Church, Built apon the 
Foundation of Chrift and the Apoſtles, of wich Chi 
himſelf is the Head and chief corner Stone. | 
Now as for ſuch that are Foreigners and Stran- 
gers, and make no part of this Spiritual Corpora. 
tion, where do you conceive ſuch a Partnerſhip 
and Union may be wrought for you, but in the 
Sanfluary of the Lord? And you would act wiſely to 
qualify and prepare your ſelves for it; for tho 
there be a moſt Bleſſed and Advantageous Con- 
junction through the Spirit between the Saints in 
the Triumphant and MilitantCharch,yet it is only 
with them that are Saints; and the true import 
of the word Saint, denotes a Man of Holineß; 
and if you bear not ſuch a Character, you can 
be no Branch of this Vine, no Member of this 
Spiritual Body. desen 
Renounce then all Communion and Fell 
ſhip with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, with al 
manner of Sin and Sinners, and repair frequently 
to the Houſe of the Lord, and purify your Souls 
and Bodies, that they may be fit Temples for the 
Holy Ghoft to dwell in, and you ſhall quickly be 
Incorporated with the whole Body of " 


That is, let Men be of what Nation and done 
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and no longer be wild Olives, but Grafted in with 

Chriſt: And if you appertain to this Stock, Chriſt 

will Feed and Nouriſh you, Dignify and Adorn 

you, and cauſe all heavenly. Benedictions and 

GHowers to diſtil from him upon every Member 

of his Church, as the precious ointment upon the vial. 133. 

Head of Aaron, ran down upon his Beard, and then 

leſcended to the skirts of his Garments, And be not 

raid of any cvil docrs, nor of the Powers that 

xe in the World; for who can harm you, if you 

i followers of that which is good; or who is able 

1 ſeparate you from the love of Chriſt ? What ſays the 

troftle, ſhall Tribulation, Diftreſs, Perſecution, Fa- 

nine, Nakedneſs, Peril or Sword? I am perſwaded 

that neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Prin- Rom % 

apalites, nor Powers, nor Height, nor Depth, nor 

ay other Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from 

the love of God which is in Chrift Feſus. 
Bicfſed then be the Name of God for this Uni- 

u between him and his Church and the gracious 

Pnvileges and Bleſſings hereof: Says the Apoſtle, 

you arecome unto Mount Sion and unto the City of the Hebr. 1. 

living God, the heavenly Feraſalem, unto an innume- 

Angels; 10-the general aſſembly and 

Church of the firſt Born, which are written in Heaven, 

and to God the Fudg of all, and to the Spirits of Juſt 

Men made perfect. Nodoubt but our hẽenifit iscexceed-: 
5 Ing. 
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ing great, by that intercourſe and Communion 
Vhich is between the whole Body of the Saint 
and which we profeſs to believe in the Apoſſlie 
Creed, the Holy Catholic Church and the Communic 
of the Saints; the Word Saint being of a larg: 
extent, comprehending thoſe in the circuit of 
Heaven as well as them that are on the Earth; and 
in regard of the Relation and Affinity thoſe abo 
bear to us, they may well be ſuppoſed to enter 
tain a great many good wiſhes and deſires towad 
us, and to concern themſelves in their capacity fo 
our welbeing and Solicit the Lord, that he would 
be pleaſed ſhortly to accompliſh the Number 
his Ele&, and to haſten his Kingdom, that the 
Brethren in the Fleſh might be delivered out ofth 
Miſeries and Temptations of this ſinful Life, and 
ſo have a nearer Intimacy and Fellowſhip on 
with another. Thus it is reaſonable to ſuppo 
that the Church triumphant Prays for the Churd 
Militant; they may Intercede for us, but we n 

not Pray to them, nor make them our Adyc 
cates and Interceſſors, this ſavours of Popet 
| However ve can do no leſs than highly cſteemthe 
Memory and Celebrate their Praiſes, and Co 
memorate their Bencfactions, and Bleſs God fe 
the good example of their Lives, and for the 2 
they have ſhewed for the Lord of Hoſts, mM X 
N cc 
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* tech God to give us Grace 0 we may follow 3 
hem as far as they followed Chriſt, a per- 


brere in the Faith as they did unto the end or 
N Lives. | 


— 


Sixthly. The Church may be ſtyled a "vefling 
Jace, upon the account of our ſelves, who are 
rte made — and ſteddy amidſt all the Changes 
nd Chances of this mortal ſtate of Life. 

| The enjoyments of this Life are in perpetual 
u. ſubject to great uncertainties and viciſſitudes, 
moſed to the i injuries of ſecond Cauſes, and to 
F the violence and depredations of the Wicked. 
ve Court the World and the ſeveral Profits 
and Incomes thereof, theſe will greatly retard and 
embarraſs us in the main concerament of our 
ſouls, and cauſe us to wander after vain and 
ranſient delights, that have no laſting and firm 
dabliſhment: Let us purſue Riches, Honours and 
leaſures, and promiſe to our ſelves all imagi — . 
de felicity in them, and after a while the will make 
Wicmſelves wings and fly away; and wretchedly 
delude all thoſe that repoſe their reuſt oe 
dence herein. 


It muſt bearanted thanthat Relig jon is our belt 
Y>eport and Stay, and affords the Rane ſolid and 
xrmanent comforts ; that fixes our minds = 

E 


— — 2 2 — 


the heſt objects, and propoſes Abe vl ends, and: 
che l mcchod for the obtaining of them. 
Religion ſets before us things ſuitable to our xe 
tne Faculties, Correſpodent to our Souls n 
their primitive State, and places our Affection 
upon the moſt ſincere and durable e 
Whil worldly minded Men are miſerably te 
to and fro, and carried about with yain and pe 
ing delights, which not only quickly 41 b 
leave a great deal of anguiſh and:gravel.beh 
Repair then to the Temple of the Lord, ond 
verſe the Parhsof Holineſs, and accuſtotm you 
ſelves to ſpiritual and devout Excrciſcs, and). 
ſhall- not be rewarded with any ſuch: yoxano 
and ſlippery Treaſures. Here we have the On 
cles of God, Divine Truth; the very Anchor « 
the Soul, that will keep. us fixed and;.fteddy amid 
all falſe Doctrines and Herelies ; .that-willinly 
en Me dark Underſtandings, and conduct 'c 
Feet in the right way, eee i 


either to the Right or Leſt. 
. Wherefore do not depend iel Wen be 
thing in this Life, ſince there i ſa much decettulMcc 


neſs and inconſtancy in all ſublunary Enjoy ment 


Ute 


which after a while are turned into Sorrow ano 


Miſery, and Anguiſh compaſſetk us round on 
Rag 


NC 


Ide. How many en tothe Wor 
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wa Lottery, looking for 4 Prize; but er 


cheated with à Blank ? How often dothi td World 
by promiſing much and performing little; hrſt a- 
af our Judgments and than fruſtrate our Hopes 

ind Expectations? Have you not found — 
onfidencies like the truſting in the Staf of a bro- 
ten Reed, whereon if any Man kan; it wilt ge 

no his Hand and pierce it: Have en den Oe 
ines enjoyed the pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, and 


tered your ſelves with the long comintarice of 


tm, whereas that feaſon is gon and may never 

nurn again. Can you not remember what hap- 

nels you have promiſed your ſelves in ſuch a 

Rdation, Friend, Child, Purchas ot Preferment, yet 

ome unczpected' Diſappo mrmene' or other, ſome 

wk or ſad accident has — theſeComtorts, 
nd extenua-ed: your Satisfaction and Content in 
lie fruition of them? 

Religion then and the alvatithges' hereof are 
e only ſecure and ſtable Bleſſing, that adminiſter 
e moſt ſubſtantial Joys, devoid of all unchange- 

blenels or vanity. Virtue furniſhes us with the beſt 

hu'cccits, Redreſſes all our Grievances, and will not 
cu efer us to ſtray. and wander from one object to 
another, but preſcribes conſtancy, and perſeye- 

Wince in a good Courſe, and ſettles our affections 


md von Chriſt, the Rock of all Ages, who can and 
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| uy Exhortation 


will eſtabliſh us upon a firm Baſis againſt all to 
ſhocksand encounters of our Ghoſtly or Wor _ 
Adverſaries. . 


Seventbly, The Church may be called a * 
Place, in regard of that Peace, Tranquility and 
Reſt, c is here offered to all our Souls. 

Our Rleſſed Saviour propoſes a fain Invitation 
to all Sinners, Mat. 1 1. 28. come unto me all ye tha 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you ry 
By which Phraſe of coming unto Chriſt, a 
ſome. expound believing in him, yet. J willi 
the Words in the moſt obvious — literal Se 
and then they ſignify to come before him inth 
Temple and enjoy him in his Ordinances and & 
craments. Thus all thoſe whoſe Conſciences ar 
oppreſſed with the heavy burden and guilt 0 
their Sins, are encouraged to addreſs — 
unto Chriſt in his Houſe of Prayer, and by conte 
ing and forſaking their Iniquities, they ſhall har 
= and Reſt in their wearyed Souls. | 

The Benefit of appearing before the Lord i 
Sanctified Places, and ſuch, as are ſer. apart fo 
Solemn and Divine Worſhip is excecding gte. 
and comfortable, and was that bleſſed Peine 
which the Royal Prophet ſo mightily covetec 
when he was Baruſhed from che Holy Labernade 
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he N ether by Saus Tyranny, or Abſalom s rebellion; 
dy Paal. 42. 1, 2. ſays David, as the Hart panteth af- 
er the water-brook, ſo longeth my Soul after thee, 0 
so: my Soul thirſteth for God, yea for the living 
ing God: O when ſhall I come and appear before the Lord? 
nd The Plalonuſt knew full well that true Comfort and 
Trace, which the World can not give and which» 
uſſeth all other underſtanding and knowledge, 
nay be. found by a diligent attendance upon 
God in his Holy Temple, and offering up our 
upplications before him. From hence God. will 
our Balm into all our Wounds, and bind up 
the Broken-hearted, and heal all our Sickneſs, and 
are eyery evil Malady and Vicious Habit of our. 
fouls. Religion can give that caſe and refreſh- 
ment to our troubled. Spirits, which none of the. 
aterrainments of this Life are capable of Admi- 
uſtring. Nay our Saviour warns his Diſciples to 
(eli expect the quite contrary, Jo. 16. 33. In the world, 
ae ball have Tribulation, but in me ye ſhall have 
ere. By the World, you are to underſtand the 
d i Temptations of the World; and whether from 
te Flatteries, or Frowns, or Troubles of it you. 
Ire diſturbed and render d uncaſy, yet be of good 
leger, for I have overcome the World, and by my 
aft you. ſhall have a calm, quiet and ſerene | 
ce Lemper of Mind: And whoſoever would * 1 
1 ns... 4 


Iſai. 57. 


the like Benediction, they muſt uſe the meang, 


God, unto the micked; they are like the troubled Se 


— 


and adhere to Chriſt, refrain from Evil and lean 
to do Well; otherwiſe there is no Peute, ſaith my 


when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt ap mire ani Ml 
dirt; the Reprobatc are excluded from Peace wich 
God, and conſequently with their on Conſci- Ml | 
ences; their Minds are reſtleis, being perpetualh 
hurried and tormented with their own: Luſts, and 
Paſſions, and wich the horror of their Guilt, and 
the dread: of the divine Vengeance: Tho the 


as the beſt of Men, yet they can lay on claim to 
this inward; Spiritual and cyerlaſting Peace: Thi 
glorious Privilege belongs only tothe Faithful, and Ml 
ſuch who approve. their Faith by their Works MW ; 
Theſe indecd: being juſtified by Faith are at Ret Ml 
and have Peace with God thro' our Lord Jeſus 
Chants 


Eighthly, and laſtly, The Church may be called 
a reſting Place, becauſe from hence we are aſſured 
of that heavenly and everlaſting Reſt which ſual 
conclude all the Evils and Miſeries of this Life. 

The Author to the Hebrews tels us, that there re- 
maineth a Reſt for the People of God. By which the 
Apoſtle means undoubtedly, not only a one 


| 

| 

Wicked may have as great a ſhare of Proſperity Ml; 
| 

f 


3 S8 SS T 


F | 


_ frequent the Church, 


but perpetaal:Reſt, neither of which can be en- 
pyed in this ſtate: And therefore the reſt of the 
Sabbath, and that of Canaan were both but Types 


Apo ſtle would ncyer have aid that there remaineth a 
1 becauſe this beſpcaks a Reſt in reverſion, and 
omching that good People may expect to find on 
the other ſide of the Grave. 


Va ceaſing from all finful and ſervile Works, but 


ud ſufferings in any kind, 2 theſe per 


for in this mortal Nate of Life: Here is nd ſerene 
and nay tclicity 5. na eternal Sabbatiſen 
n theſe ſeparate 
fruit of Paradiſc. cont 
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bying verſes to enter into that celeſtial and bleſſed 
mands, and perſevering in an evil Courſe; for if 


e1e-WGod has ed moſt. glorious Manſions above, 
chend Chriſt our Harbinger is gon before to pre- 
fect A parc. 


of this,. which if it could be compaſꝰ d here, 5 


The Reſt than here mentioned mult be, notan- 
likewiſe from all Hardſhips and Trials, anxieties 
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kily and "perpetually, which muſt not debeo 


Regions; hut ſuch is a Plant and : 
Labour then as the Apoſtle adviſes in the & fol. 


Reſt; which aeg thro unbelief bare fallen -Short of. 


Have a care of prevaricating the Divine Com- 


God ſpared neither apoſtate Men, nor Angels, 
how can you imagine that you ſhall eſcape? Tho 
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pare them for us, yet all the Reprobate, and they 
that forget God, ſhall never enter therein. 
And as for thoſe that have been ſorely harraſs'd and per- 
ſecuted here, they ought to reſt ſatisfied with what the A. 
poſtle aſſerts, That theſe light afflitFions are but for a moment, 
and they work for us 4 far mor? exceeding and eternal weight of 
_ Ee that there are degrees of 
edneſs in the World to come, and a great diſparity in 
the Crowns of Glory, that God will at laſt w upon 
all his forrowful and afflicted Servants : And rio queſtion 
— — * to them 
that have endured the fiery Trials, with the moſt 
Chriſtan Patience and Submiſſion. In a Word, the Holy 
CEE) ann Heaven, * — everlaſting Reſt here 
propoſed, appertains in a eſpecial manner to all ſuch 
Vubo have had the moſt bitter Cup to Driak in this Life. & 
St. Jabs relates, Revel. 44. 13. I heard « woice from He 
ven, Jong unto me, write, from hence forth Bleſſed ar: f 
Dead which Die in the Lora, even ſo ſaith the Spirit, forth 
[ball follow them. | F 
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% RICHARD BURD, D. D. Preacher at the ſaid Char- 
del, and Lecturer of St. Mary Aldermary, London. 
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Lord BISHOP of 


NOR WICH, 


And to the reſt of the Feoffee's 


the New Chappel and Free-gchool of St. James's 


Weftminfler, &c. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


the Pariſh of St. James's, ſeveral Pious and 
(uritable Works: For tho I am ſenſible, his 


brace, and the preſent Biſhop of Ely, had a no. 

2 defray d a good part of the 
large of the Tabernacle; yet, as to the large 
Spor of Ground whereon it ſtood, and the ad. 


ning Houſes that were likewiſe built upon it, 


ble Legacy, 


T muſt be confeſ. id, chat his Grace the Gab. | 
biſhop of Canterbury, hath left behind, in 


* 
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T could never learn but theſe were purchaſed ani 
finiſh'd at his Grace's own Charge and Bounty. 

| Nevertheleſs, I was not. a little ſurpriſed, when 
T heard that the Settlement of the T abernacl 
Was made upon the Pariſh, as well as the other 
Charities; for I was in hopes, and had reaſon ti 
expea, the Settlement of that upon my ſelf ; bu 


the contrary is happen d, and I muſt be contented 


However, I am ſomewhat more eaſie under it, 
ſeeing we are placed in ſuch good Hands; and 
We own it as a Favour, that your Lordſhip, and 
the reſt of the Truſtees, will be mou ed to accept 
of the Patronage and Care of us, which ſhall al. 
ways be readily acknowleag'd, M, 


My Lord, and Gentlemen, 
Your humble Servant, 


RICHARD BURD. 


"THE SECOND 
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frile, O Lord God, into thy eli Place, 
thou, and the 4k of thy ſtrength—. 


have done with che nder part of this Text, 
and ſhewed in how many different Senſes the 
Church may be called God's refting Place. 
proceed according to my intended method to 
handle my ſecond General, which was to Con- 
ider the Divine Perſons, that $ olomon Prays to 
ener into the Temple, which are theſe two, thou, 
ad the Ark of thy ftrength. | 


I beg; gin with the former of thele, wiz. Solomon 
—— God firſt, that He would be ſo coal 
caſed, as to enter into the reſting Place, which 
chad Rear d up for * 

'Tis 


Pate ee on arte ror ew 
* = — — * * 
: * ” 2 15 p — : 
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an Exbortation 


NV 


ing Condeſcenſion! 
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'Tis evide ent that none of the ke, or Pro- 
phets had. a greater eſteem of the glorious Mz. 
jeſty, and exalted ſtation of God than Solana, 
becauſe He ſeems to argue and heſitate with him. 
ſelf, whether God would abandon his. Throne 
above, and deſcend into the nethermoſt Regions, 
as it is in the, 1 Kings 8. 27: but will God 2 
dwell on the Earth? Is it poſſible that the Great, 
and High and Suprcam Governour of the Uni 
verſe ſhould ſtoop'fo low, as to take up his Habi- 
ration, and Reſidence, among Men? O aſtoniſ 
> n ol the Height and 
Depth of this Love! 

Hence you learn that Solomon recogniſed the 
Being of ia God, and prepared for his ſplendid 
reception upon che Earth: And altho' there 8 
Trinity of Perſons in ibe Unity of the Gotthead,yct 1s 
t H s moſt proper and fitting, Solomon -1Ntreats 
firſt the Preſence ef Gall the father; that he would 
be plcaſed"to give ſome Credit and Reputation 
to the /emple, which he had Erected, and as a N. 
compencc for his great Charge to come don 
and enter into it. i 

And that Solomon had no ſucky mean and dero 
gating./Thoughts, as to imagin the Temple pro 
portionable to God's Immenfity and greatneſs, oe 


could Comprchend him, is clear from his owe 
Word 


Ul 


ow 
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Words, the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain 


thee,” much leſs this Houſe which I have built. All 
that Solomom deſigned by rearing up ſuch a noble 
Fabrick upon Mont Zion, was only that he and 


the People of Iſrael might have a Place tor ſolemn 


and divine Worſhip, ſuitable to the Honour of 
God's Majeſty, and to which they might have 
rccourſe, not only upon the New-Moonss and Sab- 


bach Days, but upon all emergent occaſions. 


and for the greater, encouragment of the People 
to diſcharge their Duty herein, and often to re- 
air to the Holy Temple, Solomon was very impor- 
unate with the Lord to grace and dignity the 
Houſe with his more cſpecial and divine Preſence. 
And was there not an abſolute neceſſity that 
Sdomon ſhould intercede, in behalf of himſelf and 
he People, for ſuch an eminent Favour? Though 
God is eſſentially preſent in all Places, yct he is 
graciouſly preſent only in a few. How clegantly 
th David deſcribe God's Omnipreſence, Pſal. 
139. whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit, or whither 
ball I flee from thy Preſence? If I aſcend up into 
Heaven, thou art there, or if I go down into Hell, 
thou art there alſo : Or if I take the wings of the 


pro vning and fly into the uttermoſt parts of the Sea, 
„ obere thy hand ſhall lead me, and thy right-hand hold 


ow? p. God is cycry where, and admits of no 
ords 
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In Exbortation 


Plague unto the Spirits beneath, but a Delight 


Bounds or Circumſeription, but is in thoſe ima. 
ginary Spaces beyond the created Globe: God, 
Center is every where, but his circumference ng 
where: He is alwaiſe nigh us, about our 
Bed, and within us. In him: we Live, move and 
have our Being, the Fiſn don't move more certainly 
in the Element of Waters, than we move in God; 
and front him we cannot go, nor he from us. 
As for thoſe Scriptures that declare God is a ſa 
off, or departed from 4 Nation, or hides his Face fron 
them, theſe and ſuch like parallel Texts are only 
rhetorical expreſſions of God's Anger and juſt Di 
pleaſure againſt a. Sinful. People. But in reality 
and proper ſpeaking, it is impoſſible for God to 
be a-far off, or at a diſtance from any Man. How 
ever, tho God is thus diffuſed through the whol: 
Univerſe, and preſent in all Places at the ſame i- 
{tant ; tho' neither Headen nor Hell are exempt 
trom his Society, and hc1s as near to the Damned 
beneath, as to the Saints in Glory; yet there 1s 
a mighty difference in God's Being in both theſe 
Places; for the one has only his eſſential and ter 
rible Preſence, but the other enjoys his Gracious 
and Beatifick Countenance. God is a Curſe and 


and Comfort to them above. And it was ſuc 
a.Preſence as this that Salomon Prayed for, and 1 


— 
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7 5 Widom in us to Imitate him, and Implore the 
Ille gracious Diſpenſation for ourſelves ;.that God 


f it with his Glory, as he did the Temple; con- 


lie Glory of the Lord filled the Houſe, and when the 


nel of the Lord upon the Houſe; they bowed their 


D He is good, and his mercy endureth for ever. 

liy ; . 

| col Secondly. Solomom implores next, that the Ark 
- ould enter into the Temple, as well as the Lord- 


y flrength.. | 
Poſſibly many of the vulgar Jews might be ig 
rant. of the whole Myſtery of the 4, taking 


rence; and no more, whereas it was alſo a cer- 
un and manifeſt Type of the Meſſias, which the 

licious and moſt ſenſible Part of that Nation 
mly believed; without diſpute the Prophets 
d Rabbins were acquainted herewith, and made 
Hereater reckoning of the Ark upon the ſcore of 

e Mciſias,. And. to be ſure Solomon, who was 


taught 0 


yould be pleaſed to enter into this Chappel, and. 
Hlomon had made an end of Praying, the fire came 
ln from Heaven, and conſumed the Sacrifice, and 


(hildren of Iſracl ſaw the fire come down, and the 
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Fares to the ground, and-worſhiped the Lord.” ſaying, 


himſelf, as it is in the Text, thou and the Ark of 
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mly for an Enſign and Token of the Divine . 


— —_— 


n X44 


P _ Ce... A 


38 An Exhortation 


* 


taught by Inſpiration, was no ſtranger theteto, 
as may partly be gathered from his Supplicatipp in 
the Text, which is tender d up to the Ark as wells 
to God, thou and the Ark of thy ſtrength: And this io 
Wiſe a Prince as. Solomon would never have done 
had he meant only that Cheſt wherein the two Ta 
bles, or ten Commandments were depoſited: Bei 
 thdes, Solemon addreſſes himſelf in the ſame form 
of Specch to the one as to the other, ariſe LD 
God into thy refling Place, thou and the Ark of ti 
ſtrength. © n 1 
Wherefore by the Ark, Solomon infallibly uni 
derſtood the Meſſias, termed in the Text the 4 
/ God's ſtrength, i e. the Son of his Power ani 
Might, which is a plain Argument and Proof e 
the Divine Nature of Chriſt, which if Solomon hay 
not thought ſo, he would never have joyned hin 
with God, nor implor'd them both in the fam 
breath. How then docs my Text upbraid a: 
thoſe Modern Hereticks, who will not admit in 
\ Godhead of our Saviour? The Arians deny Wh t 
Son to be Homo-oufios, and the Socinians, 
he had any Præexiſtence before he was Born e 
Mary, which contradicts what Chriſt told the jc 
before Abraham was, I am. But our Saviour's gre, 
Names prove his Divinity, one was Inman 5. 
which is, God with us.; the other Jeſus, for he f t 
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* TH People from hols Sins, which none has. 
God can do. And had. not Chriſt chat Divine. 
Ircragative of knowing. the Thoughts, which nei- 
her Angels nor Devils can pretend to immedi- 
aely- 2 57 propounding objects, they may work 
won the Fancy and Imaginations, and get in. this 
vy into the Heart, and know the Thoughts, but 
ne hath a direct Key hereto, but God himſclf. 
Ind did not Chriſt forgive Sins, and admit the 
to fall down and 2 5 him? which a good 
n never have ſuffered, if it was not his 
ght. And did not he raiſe himſelf to. Life a- 

n, according to his own Prediction, Deftroy- 

and Temple, and in three Days I will Build it again? 

od elſe where, zo Man rakerh, away my Life, but I 
had it down of my. ſelf ; 1 have power to lay it. down, 
hin L power. ſo take it up. All which are ſtre- 
ſam Arguments of the Divinity and God head 
dar Saviour ;. and therefore Solomon did. well to 
t m in the Text, that Chriſt the Son would be plcaſ- 
u v enter into the Temple, as nell ias God the Fa- - 


| 


n e ieee theſe two are, there muſt be 
jeu Holy Ghost likewiſe, becauſe theſe three arc 
glei, according to the Teſtimony of St. John, 1 
aan 5. 7. there are three that bear Record in Heaven, 
/ rather, Son, and Holy OT. and theſe three are 


One. 3 
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28. 


the Divine Eſſence of the Holy Ghoft? Is he M 
God, nor a Perſon, but only a Divine Quality o 
virtue inherent in the Soul? Chrift himſclf pros 


don't the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt teach us the ſ 
neither in this World nor in the World to come? Ih 
Power likewiſe of working Miracles, proccede 
from the ſame Spirit, which were all Supernaty 
ral and Divine Works, and above all that the 
toul and wit of M was able to produce. In: 
Word, when St. Paul had concluded his ſecond 


on of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all, Amen? Whic | 
ture and God-head of the Holy Ghoſt, and 


one. And what tho the Agens ene N 
greatly at this Scripture, becauſe it is not in ſome 
ancient Copies; do we want arguments to eyince 


the contrary, by charging his Apoſtles to Bape 
all in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy 000 
which unqueſtionably clears his God head An 


leſſon, which Chriſt threatens, hall never be ein 


Epiſtle to the Corinthians, did he not take his len 
of them, with this Benediction, the grace of our Ln 
Jeſus Chrift, and the love of Cod, rail the Ce 


Authorities are ſufficient to Evince the Divine N 


ſhame and ſtop the Mouths of the Antitrinitaria | 
tho the forementioned Text in St. John, had nn, 
been found or written at all. | 


Third 


* 
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4 7hirdly. Let it be conſidered that Angels and 
*  Chcrubims are preſent in Churches as well as the 
i pcfſed Trinity. | | 

It was no omiflion in Solomon, in not Praying, 
tat the Holy Angels would enter into the Temple : 
He was better inſtructed than to be guilty of 
mocation to them, which he had no warrant 
Wc. Nay, perhaps he doubted not but they would 
"no: chere of courſe, for where the Lord moves, 

ec heavenly Attendants that ſtand round about 
he Throne, muſt follow after, to receive their 
Irders, and to execute God's righteous Com- 
nds. And that theſe Angelical Powers are preſent 
the Churches, none can be ignorant of, that is 
nyerſant with the ſacred Page. The Iſraelites Exod. 25; 
hoſt certainly knew this, becauſe God ordered 
Wiſes, that all the Curtains of the Tabernacle ſhould 
e filled with the Pictrues of Cherubims. And 
en the Temple was Built, the inſide of the 
als was all carved with Angels and Cherubims. King. 6. 
nd by God's expreſs Command, the Ark of be 
binony was overſpread with two mighty Cheru- Exod. 25; 
ms, having their Wings lifted up, and their Faces 
king down non it, and the Mercy Seat; all to 
mify where God's Throne or ſacred Memorial 
| there the Holy Angels . of Duty give their 

atten- 
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attendance; The Holy Ghoſt declares the ſamein 
the 6 of Iſaiah, ver. 1, 2. 1ſaw the Lord ſitting j 
on a Throne, and his Train filled the Temple, an 
above it flood the Seraphims. And David 1s of th 
ſame opinion, and ſays, Fſal. 138. I will praiſ 
thee with my whole Heart, before the Gods will 
ſing Praiſe unto thee, i. e. before the Angels, As i 


ya 


«yer. is in the Septuagint. And concerning Von 
Pull. 66, which were formerly made in divine Aſſemblie 
„ Solomon adviſes Eccl. 5. 6. ſuffer not thy Mau 
10 canſe thy fleſh to ſin, neither ſay thou before 1 
Angel, that it was an errour. That is, Men m 
have a care how they make raſh Oaths and Von 
ſince the Holy Angels are ſtanders by, and r 


mark all that they utter, Angel in this Text bs 
ing taken Collectively for more than one, 
Mr. Mede and others obſerve. And the Argume 
St. Paul uſes to the Corinthian Women, to be me 

: Gor. rr. deftly attired, when they went into the, Sancti 
was this, becauſe of the Angels. And ſays the ſ 

: Tim: 5. Apoſtle to Timothy, I charge thee before God and il 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the eleft Angels, that thi 
obſerve theſe things. As the Holy Angels rcjoji 
at the Converſion of Sinners, ſo without diſputcai 
they diſpleaſed at the Tranſgreſſions of others 
pecially ſuch as are committed in or againſt i 
Worſhip of God. As theſe Miniſtring Spirits 


| 
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to frequent the Church, 
ent forth by God to Miniſter . unto them that are 
Heirs of Salvation, ſo are they deputed to attend 
upon all divine Aſſemblies, and to remark, as well 
the manner, as matter of our Prayers. 
From theſe and ſuch parallel Scriptures, it is a- 
bundantly Evident that the Angels are preſent in 
he Churches, to obſerye the Behayiour and De- 
jotion of all that Aſſemble themſelves before the 
Lord. Seeing therefore we have ſo many ſecret and 
miſible Eye-witneſſes of our actions here, and that 
x: of ſach perfect purity and holineſs, as not to 
dure the leaſt immodeſt glance or glaring Look; 
how circumſpect ought we to be in our addreſſes 
when we come hither, and with what Zeal and 
ntenſeneſs of Spirit ſhould we apply ourſelves to 
ll religious Offices? Could the intelligence of 
he Angels be ſtopped, or were they to be bribed 
In our behalf, then we need not fear their Accuſa- 
tons. But there is no corrupting any of theſe 
Havenly Ambaſſadours, but God's Part they al- 
dis will take : They are n truly, the Souls of 
Men, which are God's Depurics and Vicegerents 
vithin us, ever excuſing or accuſing us accord- 
g to our Demerits; the Souls muſt do their 
Vice, whether we will or no, and ſo will theſe 
lcſtial Cherubims: And tho' they cannot ſtrait 
Now the Thoughts of the Heart, yet they can 
1 quickly 


n.. 


An Exhortation 


quickly learn them by the acts of the Mind, and 
by the objects of Mens Wiſhes and Deſires; and 
therefore have a care, and Worſhip the Lord in 
uprightneſs and ſincerity of Soul; for if the Glo. 
rious Trinity was not in this Chappel, yet the Ho- 
ly and Elect Angels are, and muſt relate all our 
Worſhipings and Services unto the Lord, and vil 
one Day be moſt juſt and impartial Evidences, ci 
ther for or againſt us. 


Thirdly, The other General was to nominate 
ſome of the Spiritual Advantages and Bleflng Ml 
oo Men may reap by frequenting the Houſe q 
| 
And firſt, here we are taught the Scripturs 
that are able to make us all wiſe unto Salvation. WM 
Our Bleſſed Saviour knowing the great uſcful-WWs 
neſs and preyalency of the Divine Oracles, advilsM 
his Diſciples to turn to them, Joh. 5. 38. ſeacb{MC 
the Scriptares, for they are they which teſtify of mel 
a 

W 

th 

oz 


and in them ye hav al Life. And St. Janes 


in his general Epiſtle to the Churches urges them 
to lay apart all filthineſs and ſuperfluity of Naugb 
tineſs, and receive with meekneſs the ingrafted Word 
which is able to ſave your Souls, But none is more lr. 
pathetical and elegant upon this Subject than Deen 
wid, Fſal. 19. The Law of the Lord is perfed, conc 


verting 
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ꝛerting the Soul; the Commandments of the Lord are 
pure, making wiſe the ſimple ; more to be deſired are 
they than Gold, yea than much fine Gold; ſweeter alſo 
than Honey or the Honey-Comb. Moreover by them is 
thy Servant warned, and in keeping of them there is 
meat reward. 

From theſe Quotations, we may be conyinced 
of the Benefit and Power of the Sacred Scriptures, 
ind ought to ſuffer ourſelves to be influenced an 
guded by them, in the main concernment of our 
fouls, What can worldly Wiſdom, or the moſt 
cyated Reaſon do for ns? Can human Learning, 
« the liberal Arts and Sciences inform us of the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and the ſeveral branches 
of Man's Duty ? Beware ſays the Apoſtle, leſt any 
Mar ſpoil you through Philoſophy and vain Deceit. 
duch Studies can never furniſh us with Divine and 
Spiritual Truths, which are moſt needful to the 
Converſion and Purifying of our Souls. Tho 
Metorick and Logick, or the art of Reaſoning, 
ue the two main Perſuaſives among Men, yet 
yithout the Demonſtration and Power of the Spirit, 
ey cannot influence the Soul, nor ſucceed their 
oyn arguments, which always accompaniecs divine 
recepts, eſpecially thoſe of the Goſpel; theſe not 
only diſcover our Duty, but incline the Heart to 
cyere andpractiſe it. 4 
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And as Philoſophy and all prophane Learning are 
uncapable of making us wiſe unto Salvation, ſo 
neither is it in the Power of oral and un ritten 
Traditions to effect ſuch a Bleſſing; nor is it fat 
to truſt and confide herein: Theſe may be F4 
bulous, ſince they are the Doctrines and the Ords 
nations of Men, Which tho eſteemed by the Ro. 
maniſts as Divine, yet without any warrant and 
authority. Says the Apoſtle, if an Angel from He, 
zen, teach any thing, beſides what has del 

vered already; whether contrary or no; yet 
more than is contained in the Canon of Hoh 
Writ, let him be accurſed. So that oral Traditio 
being not within the Sacred Page, are of miſchic 
vous conſequence, and involve thoſe under a bi 
ter cenſure and execration, that are the publiſh: 
of them, and are of an humane and baſe allo 
Whereas God's Written Word is of an heaven 
Extract and Original, and flows from an infini 
Mind and Underſtanding, according to that « 
the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 3. 16. 17. All Scripture ! 
given by Inſpiration of God; and is profitable for Dui 
rine, for reproof, for Correction, for inſtruction i 
righteouſneſs, that the Man of God, may be perf 
throughly funiſhed unto every good Work. 
In fine, the Scriptures are preferable to all th 


Exhortations and Laws, which the wiſeſt * 
ks ; 
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de Heathens ever ordained; among whom there 
ava not only the omiſſion of ſome. excellent Vir- 
go ucs; but the Permiſſion, nay the very Inſtitution 
en ol ſome notorious Vices. But in theſe ſacred Vo- 
ae umes of the Holy Ghoſt, that are here delivered 


unto you, there is not the leaſt omiſſion, but a 
compleat Rule of Faith; no Knowledg, nor 
(race, nor Gift, nor Heavenly Ornament is want- 
ng; and they tolerate no manner of Vice, but 
&larc the inevitable and fatal conſequences here- 
o The Scriptures make it appear, that Sin is 
the Diſhonour of God and his Laws, the Mur- 
beter of Chriſt, the Grief of the Spirit, and the 
nevitable ruin and deſtruction of the Soul of 


Secondly, The Scriptures are more effectual to 
aſuade from Sin, any other- means what- 
ever, | 
Many Atheiſts and Scepticks in former Ages, as 
wel as the preſent, have had ſo mean an Opt- 
Mon of the Scriptures, that they thought other 
W-pcdients might be found out more likely to re- 
him Sinners, than God's Holy Word, and con- 
uently, God has not taken that care, nor eviden- 
al that Love for the Souls of his People, as other- 
Pic he might have done. And the —_ 
| a 
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that they would have uſed for the Converſion of 
Sinners, are Apparitions and Emiſſaries from the 
Dead. And that ſuch was the imagination of 
Dives, is plain, from the requeſt he makes tg 
Abraham, in bchalf of his five ſurviving Bret. 
ren, ſaying, Nay, but if one went from the Dead they 
will Repent; but to this Abraham ſubjoyns and 
aſſures him, if they hear not Moſes and the Prophet, 
neither will they be perſuaded, tho one reſe from the 
Dead, What Charms and Inducements do Men 
expect from any Melancholy Story or Meſſage 
from the Grave? where is the Power of an Ap 
parition, or what reſtraints can they lay upon 
Sinners? Such gaſtly Spectacles may chance to 
ſcare and terrify Men for a time, as the Handl uri. 
ing upon the Wall, did Belſhazar, but not male 
a throrough Change and Reformation in them, 
The Prophet Iſaias ſeems to be in amaze, that any 
ſhould ſeck to Apparitions, before the Scriptures, 
it being very unlikely, that ſuch ſhould haye more 
Rhetorick to allure than the Counſels of the Holy 
Ghoſt: This is the cauſe of his wonderment, Ia 
8. 19, 20. What ſhall the Living repair to the Dead 
for advice? no, ſays he, to the Law and to the Teſli 
mony. Implying that the Scriptures are a great 
deal more probable to work upon the Dogody 
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of chan ay Ghoſt or Spectre from \ ths Shades be- 


be Hpeath. 

of M But. eurcher more, others would fain be con- 
to nced by an Angel from Heaven; and if any 
ny the Grave would have but little ene 
don them, they doubt not bur ſuch a bright 
ion would illuminate their Underttandingg 
nd quickly make them ſee the Errour and Dan- 


the Mer of their Evil doings. Yer how ſhould theſe 
enBrcvail any more than Emiſſaries from the Dead? 
ſage rey cannot give ſucceſs to their Miniſtry, nor cauſe 
Apo fruRtiy i in the Heart, any more than others; 


xe is no more at their Diſpoſal, than at the 
Dad's. What the Apoſtle ſays = Paul and Apol- 
s, | may alledg of theſe, the Dead may Plant, 
nd An gels may Water, but it is God that muſt 


ire the increaſe, Grace then being only the 


an) Wik of God, and his Property alone to turn the 
une, ert as he doth the Water - courſe, how are the 
more Wiltuctions of Angels more likely to prevail, than 
Hohe Doctrines of Devils? But the ſacred Scrip- 
t Ia re have the advantage of both of them, becauſe 
Deal Wis is the means God has ordained for the Con- 
Tei- ton of Sinners, and no doubt but God will 
great oper and give a Bleſſing to his own Ordinances. 


odh, , a Word, St. Peter expreſly affirms, that Men 


than more ſafely reſt and depend upon the direct 
3 H on 
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on of Scripture, chan upon a Voice from Hes 
ven, 2 Pet. 1. 18, 19. The voice that came frm 
Heaven we heard, when we were mith-himin the Mount 
yet we have a more fure word of Prophecy, - renn 
ye db well, if qe take heed. Men may be deludee 
by a Voice from above, that may be uttered h 
Pe Prince of the Air, or any Evil Spirit as v 
as Good] but the Scriptures can deceive none;fing 
5 were dictated by the Holy Ghoſt. Beſideʒ 
Voice from Heaven is a tranſient thing, which ſoc 
paſſcth away, and is forgotten: But the 
ures are more durable and permanent, always 
hand, and to which Men may have recourſe 


oft as they pleaſe. 


_ Laſth. The Goſpel 3 greater Rewa 
for the encouragment of our obedience, than c 
can find any where elſe. 15 

generous pr 


Tho Love is the moſt noble and 
ciple, and the Services ſpringing from this Roc 
the moſt grateful and acceptable to God. If Me 
glorify _ Lord for Ti own Excellencics © 
Perfections, and out of admiration and ſince 
Affection unto himſelf; no doubt but this is m 
1 valuable, and will in the end be Crowned with d 
3 greateſt recompence of reward; yet God 35 \W® 


lng to experiment all ways, and arguments 
oa 


— 


— 
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pain UPON his People, and therefore ſers belive on 
them glorious Manſions in the Higheſt Heavens to 
courage their Obedience and Faithfulneſs to 
hm in this Life. No Book promiſes (ach 
Retribution and Wages, to animate the Chriſtian 
Man's endeavours as Vs of Feſus Chriſt : 
Nor hath any that to boaſt of, which the true Be- 
lever ha ** by his intereſt in ſo m— 
Redeemer hath a firm Title to the Kingdom of 
leeven ; a much more honourable reward than 
ger was dro our i Parents in the Plate 
of Imocence's If Adam and Foe had not prevari- 
ated the Divine Injunction, on were to live in 
hradice, and enjoy hat that delightful Garden 
could afford: And as for their — to a 
farce Region, that was nere mentioned, and ſo 
might not enter into their 
and if we reflect upon iche dll Coen which 
— made with Abraham, ee promiſed his 
" Mal folterity 4 Tempora Canaan, a flowing with Exod. 2: 
Milk eu Flay i where they ſhould have Health 
ad Strength of Body, and Live long and fee yood 
Ds, and nothing ſbould caft their Toung' or be Bar 
nia the Land, and they ſhould have reſt and 
sn intire Victory over all their Enemies: This 
vas the moſt obvious and literal Senſe of the , 
3% Covenant ;andakho” 72 a Type of Hea- 
2 den, 4 
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ven, yet that was more than many of the yulgar 


Jews knew, or did belicyx e. 
However, Bleſſed be the Name of God; His. 
den is Expreſly propoſed to every Believer under 
the Goſpel; and therefore the Apoſtle had good 
Reaſon to ſay, that the new Covenant is eſtabliſbed 
upon far better promiſes. And the Apoſtle Peter 
offers up moſt. Solemn Thanks to God for this 
glorious Inheritance, that our Saviour has.purchs 
ſed for us in the Kingdom of Heaven, ſaying in 
theſe Words, Bleſſed be the God and Father of ay 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, who. thro his abundant Meny 
hath begotten, us again to a lively hope, by, the Re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, from the Dead, to an Ini 
ritance Incorruptible, Undefiled, that fadeth mt 
away, reſerved in the Heavens forus. - And that the 
Diſciples might have no jealouſy. or doubt. of thi, 
and alſo know whither he was going; Chriſt al 
ſures them, 70h. 14, 2. In any. Fathers. Houſe there 
are many; Manſions, where. I ga to prepare Places for 
you; that where I am, there may ye be alſo.. And 
St. Paul being willing to; caſt his Mite into the 
Treaſury, gives us a Proof of the ſame; and telb 
us, 2 Tim. 1. 10. That Chriſt by bis appearance in 
the Fleſh, hath aboliſhed Death, and brought Life 
and Immortality, to Light through the Goſpel ; which 
is a plain Intimation, that this was not ſo OT: 
J 
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0 and thats Diſcovered - to the Jews, under 
the 01d Teſtament. I hope ſuch glorious Rewards 


z are here propoſed, an — inſtead of an 


Farthly Canaan, will have a great influence and 
Acendent over you, and oblige you conftantly 
to repair to the Houſe of the Lord, and to Glority 

and Worſhip him; who in his own good Time, 
vill fulfil all your Deſires, and elle pala 
erery * and title of h his 1 „ 


ES 
Fourthly. Beſides: the Scri Xures: Herwa arc e allo 
the Sarraments reverently Ain nel which are 
fucher Spiritual helps and advantages to the Souls 
of ay People. And concerning the Bleſſed Sacra- 
went of the Lord's Supper; I will firſt. ſhew. the 
ads and uſes, for which it-was ordained; and 
kcondly, no abſolute m—_ of ſrequen Com- 


mnions. 


f. One end aid aſc of the Sacrament of the 
lud Supper, was this, to put us in mind of the 
utterings of a Crucified Jeſus, 

It is not good for us to be left wholly to our 
Ives, and to our: own. Conduct and Manage- 
nent, who are ſo ſtrangely prone to Back(ſlidings,.. 
nd Vanity. and Forgetfulneſe, which cauſe us ſcl- 


om to reflect or be thankful, for the many gra- 
cious 5 


54 | An Exhortation 


— 


cious Mercies we have Received. And therefore 
it was Wiſely done of our Saviour, to Inftitutc 
this fæderal Rite, this ſacred Pledg of his Loye 
that we might ever bear 1 in our minds, a Senſe of 
what he has undergon, for the Redemption of 
Mankind: This is one ln uſe, of the Or. 
. daining the Holy Euchariſt; to be our Monitor 
and Remembrancer, and to help us frequent 
in our Meditations on the Death and Paſſion of 
the Son of God. And that this was the princip 
Reaſon of its firſt Sanction and Eſtabliſhmert, i 
evident from our Saviours own; Words, Luk. 22 
19. This do in Remembrance of me ; that i 
Memory of what I have done and ſuffered k 
you. And tho Chriſt might have ordained th 
— Myſtery long before; yet he left it to thi 
extremeſt moments of his Life; becauſe he kna 
the laſt Action and Speeches of a Dying, Frien 
would be beſt Remembred, and of he longe 
Date and Continuance. And that Men may | 
ſenſible how abſolutely neceſſary frequent 
munions are, the Apoſtle. faith, 1 Cor, 11. 2 
As oft as you Eat this Bread and Drink this Cui 
you ſhew forth the Lord's Death till he come. Na 
— whole action at the Altar- Table | reprelen®# 
the ſame; for Breaking of the Bread, ſign mes 
rending and taring aſunder of Chriſts had, 
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he Nails and Spear,that was thruſt into ha She 
nd pouring out the Wine into the Chalice, minds 
us of the ſhedding of his Blood, not only upon 
the Croſs, but when the was 4 
Crown of Thorns Platted upon his Head; ſays 
te Greek i int rhs u . they preſſed and 
forced down the Crown of Thorns upon his Head, 
which made the Blood run _— for 

ies ſignifies not only impono but infligo, to 
act or fle down violently, which I take to be 
the Senſe 1n this Place. 

Hence it is clear, that one main end of the Lord's - 
per, was to be a Memorial of that 
ropitiatory Sacrifice, which he once for all of- 
kred to his heavnly Father, for the expiation of 
ec Sins of univerſal Mankind. And ſince by our f 
ranſgreſſions we had incur'd the juſt Diſpleaſure a 
" — of Almighty God; and there was ; 
to poſſibility of recovering ourſelves into his loſt 
tour and Embraces again; how mightily ſtand 
We Indebred to our Saviour Chriſt Feſus, who diſ- 1 
obed himſelf of his Glory, endured his Fathers ; 
Wah, here lived a — Life, and at laſt Died ; 
voſt bitter and accurſed Death; all to be a Ran- 

m for us, that we might Live and be Happy? ; 
nd therefore ſure we can do no leſs, than yes | 
truly 
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truly chrinkful for theſe his Mercies, and RY 4 
Commemorate them 1 in this Holy Sacrament.” b 


5 dh Another wry ra che Sn b n 
hat we may be United unto Chrift, and to have 
all Communion one with another. re 
And that this was another uſe and cauſe of its M& 
— is evident from 1 Cor. 10. 16. The 
up of Bleſſing which we Bleſs, is it not the Comm 
nion of the Blood of Chriſt * And the Bread which ne 


break, is it not the Communion of the Body of Chriſt Vl 
That is, when the Faithful receive the Bread _ Nt 
Wine in the Sacrament, they are hereby made {Wi 
Partakers of the Body and Blood of our Saviour; Ml 
and by this Action, are grafted upon that noble Mn 
Stock, and alive in him; God dwells in chem WW": 
and they 1 in him; Chriſt is one with them, and Wa 
they one with him. And the oſtner we cbm e 
nicate, the more firmly twiſted and knit ſhall we be Wu. 
unto Chriſt ſince the Sacrament through the Spirit, N *r 
is the moſt effectual ligament and nie are 
Bond between us. oe 
But our Union with C brift 3 js further ſct forth {W's 
in the New Teſtament, under divers Emblems and Ice 
Simile sz as for inſtance, Chriſt is termed the Vine, N 


and we are the Branches: ; the Head of the Body, 


and we arc the Members; the Foundation, or chief 
Corner 
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hand or Bridegroom, and we arc his Eſpouſe. Thus 
is Chriſt and the Faithful, Incorporated and Ce- 
mented together. 10 -9 
Morcover, beſides our Union with Chriſt, by 
receiving the Holy Euchariſt, we have alſo Fellow- 
hip and Communion one with another. So 
cacheth the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10. 17. We being many 
ge one Bread and one Body, in as much as we are 
il partakers of that one Bread. That is, all thoſe 
ho come to the Holy Table, and Taſt of this Spi- 
tual Feaſt, ought to be eſteemed as Member 
he ſame Spiritual Body, and therefore ſhould be 
as one, and affect one another as Brethren 
nd Cohabit together in Peace and Unity. As 
there is but one Lord; one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
and one Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, ſo ſhould 
there be no more but one Spirit among all Chriſt 


Corner-ſtone, and we are the Building; the Hus. 


Profeſſors, one Soul, and one Heart; rejoycing 


with them that rejoyce, mourning with them that 
at Sorrowful, Sympathizing with each other in 


eyery Diſaſter, relieving their Wants, and help. 


ng to bear one anothers Burthens. And this was 
tie other end and uſe of the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Kupper. 
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paring ourſelves for the reception of the Sacra 


niverſal. When all after Generations lay pro! 


——_ 


| Fiſthly. I come in the laſt place to ſhew what 
an abſolute neceſſity there is ſometimes, of pre. 


ment. 

Firſt. There is a neceſſity of receiving ſon 
times, elſe we cannot commemorate Chriſt's Sul 
ferings, according to his own Ordination an 
Appointment. 

When Man firſt broke Truce with Heayer 
and infringed that ſacred Authority: When for 
aw Rebellion, the whole Species was doomed te 
Perdition, and Death to grow Riotous and U 


rate before God, weltring in their Blood and Gorc 
when there was not one Righteous Man upc 
Earth, no not one, and conſequentially no High 
Prieſt ſo pure and immaculate as to propitiate God 
for the Sins of the People, then the Eternal Father, 
out of mear Mercy to Man, ſent his only begotte 
Son into the World, to take our Nature upon him; 
who accordingly was delivered for our Offences 
and was raiſed again for our Juſtification ; wil 
blotted out the Hund. writing of "Ordinances, thi 


was given in againſt us, by Nailing it to his C an 
and hath Reconciled us again to Offended Juſſi the 


tice ; who ſuffered that Death, which we _ 0 of 
under 
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undergo, the Eternity of it excepted, and De. 
ſended into Hell, that he might burſt open the 
rf Gates, and Redeem loſt Man from Eternal Con- 
demnation. i TRE | 
This now is a ſhort Hiſtory of the Sufferings 
of Chrift, which arc repreſented to us, under the 
Symbols 7 the Sacrament; and unleſs we approach 
the Lord's Table, we cannot Commemorate them 
n that manner, as Chriſt hath Commanded. | 

Bur ſome pretend the Sufferings of Chriſt were 1 
xedleſs, and that God might have been reconci- | 
kd to ſinners, without any ſuch ſevere Recoth- 
pence and Satisfaction. But this the Apoſtle 
rolitively demies, and ſays, Hebr. 9. 22. Without 
Bloodſbedding, there is no forgiveneſs. Hence it is 
plain, ſome body muſt Die to make Attonement, 
de no Pardon could be obtained: And God would | 
accept of none but an Holy Sacrifice, and ſuch _ 
could not be found among Men, all having fin- 
md, and come ſhort of the Glory of God. 

And if an Angel had been Born of Mary, and 
Died for us, tho' this would have been a pure and 
holy Sacrifice, yet it could not have been a Powerful 


one, they being but Creatures no more than we, 
and conſequently wanted a Saviour to confirm 
them in Grace, as much as ever we ſtood in need 
of one, to reſtore us into it again: But ſuppoſe 

I 2 | an 
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an Angel could have been a powerful Inmolation, 3, 
an authoritative: ViAim; nevertheleſs that would + 
not have been proper and convenient for the rea- ſy; 
ſon that Bernard aſſigns, Plus nos ad charitatem I. 
excitat Redemptio quam Creatio. That is, ſince Ig, 
Redemption coſts more, and is a far greater Bleſ.W,, 
ſing than Creation; if the ſame Hand that made 
us, had not afterwards Redeemed us, we ſhould Hef 
had more cauſe to have Worſhiped: and Adored i, 
an Angel, than God himſelf. What is Creation No 
in compariſon to Redemption? We were Created M., 
by a. Word ſpeaking; but we could not be Re- I. 
deemed without the Blood of the Son of God. 80 
| that, altho Chriſt was a moſt Honourable and Nu 
F Noble Sacrifice, yet there was an abſolute nec WM, 
| ſity for it, that we might owe our Redemtion to Mon 
no other but our Creatour. And when we fe. en 
ceive, we commemorate thoſe Sufferings, by cn 
which the Redemption of Mankind was wrought W- 


Secondly. If we will not fit ourſelves to approach NH 

the Lord's Table, we cannot partake of the ma- No 

ny Spiritual Bleſſings of the Sacrament. | 0 

Saith our Saviour to his Diſciples, Joh. 6. 53, Wie; 

g Except ye. Eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and Naa 

b Drink; his Bloud, ye have no Life in you. 1. c. you 00 

0 have no Spiritual Life, but are Dead in Sins and Han 
. TDeſpaſes, 
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on, ¶ Treſpaſſes ; whereas the Sacrament was Ordained 
that Men ſhould Die unto fin, but Live unto 
* Wkightcouſneſs. All Sinners in Scripture are term- 
n dd Dead Men; as the Father calls his Prodigal 
Cc on, this my Son was loſt, but now he is found, he 
e., Dead but now he is Alive. The old P ythago- 
de ens were of the ſame judgment; for when any 
dee their Diſciples forſook their Schools, which were 
cl We-minarics' of Piety, as well as of Learning, they 
ordered a Coffin to be carried out after them, 
dad ſo gave them over for Loſt and Dead Men. 
„ud chus ought all Sinners to be ſerved, who are 
0 Ws it were Buried in their Sins and Treſpaſſes; they 
re like fo many Sapleſs Branches, torn off from 
their Head and Body, which is Chriſt; and the 
oly way to be grafted on again, or to be quick- 
acd and made Alive, is to come to the Holy 
lummunion. Fs FEE 
But many other are the Benefits that will re- 
ound” to your Souls, from this Spiritual and 


feayenly Banquet. As firſt, the Pardon and 
* Forgiveneſs of all paſt Tranſgreſſions, according 
o that of the Apoſtle, 1 oh. 1. 7. The Blood of 
feſus Chriſt, cleanſeth us from all Sin. The Sa- 
cament alſo diſchargeth us from the fatal con- 
quences of Sin, becauſe there remaineth no Con- 
Enmation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 8. 
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1. Furthermore, we arc aſſured that it Streng 
thens us, and weakens the Power of Sin with; 
us; for ſays the Author to the Hebrews, Her, 

14. The Blood of Chriſt ſhall purge your Conſcience 
from dead works, to ſerve the living God. Anothey 
Benefit is perfect Reconciliation with our He; 

venly Father, as is declared, Col. 1. 21, 22, Jul 
that were ſomtimes alienated and enemies in yy 
minds, by wicked works, Chrift hath now reconcile 
you by the Body of his fleſh through Death, to pr 
ſent you to God, Holy, Unblameable, and unreqr; 

able in his fight. And laſtly, another Benet j 
Liberty and Freedom to enter into Heaven; ſo fait 
the Author to the Hebrews, Hebr. 10. 19, 2 

The Blood of Feſus Chrift hath procured a Paſas 
for us, to enter into the Holieſt of all, by a new 

living way, which he hath Conſecrated through 
fleſh. Theſe and ſuch like are extraordin: 

Bleſſings, to encourage our approch to the Ho 
Communion: Were we certain to obtain no mor 

but a plenary Abſolution from all former ini 
quitics, would not this be a moſt valuable Purchaſ: 

To have all Bonds Cancel'd, and our old So 

wiped off, muſt needs be an unſpeakable Comſo 

tO us; but alas / this is but onę among a who 
cluſter of Spiritual Advantages that Men may rea 
by partaking worthily at the Lord's Table, 
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I now proceed to make ſome ſhort application 
both Diſcourſes, and to draw ſeveral practi- 
| inferenccs, and I have done. | 


Firſt, Then, from what has been ſaid, we may 
learn with how great Reverence and Humility 
"Wc ought to enter into this Place, which is de- 
- Wrricdly Styled God's Houſe, as well from che Pious 
ention of the Donour, as from the Religious 
ices that are to be Celebrated in it. When 
Lord appeared to Moſes in the fiery Bufh, 
charges him, Exod. 3. 5. Not i0 draw too near, 
u 10 pull off bis Shoes, becauſe the Place whereon 
flood was Holy Ground, And yet in reality that 
ot of Earth was no more Holy than any other 
art of the Field, only it had a relative Holyneſs, 
0d being more eminently there, and for this 
aon he was to put off his Shoes, which in our 
tern Phraſe, you are to underſtand by pulling 
MM your Hats, and uſing all other expreſſions 
i reſpe&t and deference, when you enter into the 
uſe of God. Say, therefore as Jacob did, Gen. 
J. 16, 17. Surely the Lord is in this Place, and 
bew it not! O how wenerable is this Place! This 
r be no other but the Houſe of God, and the Gate of 
aden. And Remember what God faid to Solo- 


mon 
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mon after his Dedication of the Temple, 1 King 
9. 3. 1 bave heard thy Prayer, and the ſupplicatin \ 
thou haſt made before me; and I have hallowed thi; q 
Houſe, that thou haft built to put my Name there | 
ever, and mine Eyes, and mine Heart ſhall be ther 
erpetually. And what think ye, was the Reaſon 
why the Cloud and the Glory of the Lord filled th! 
Houſe? Why not only to betoken God's graciou,, 
acceptance of that work, but alſo to ſtrike an aw; 
and reyerence into all thoſe that entered therein 0 
that they might carry and behave themſclves likWj: 
the Servants of God. , 2 , 
Secondly. Conſider that the Church in the Go 
pels is one while. compared to a great Mer, thi A 
takes in all ſorts of Fiſh, good and bad, with 
any diſcrimination. And at other times it is likened; 1 
toa Field that receives Tares, Darnel and Weeds; 
as well as good Grain. So when the Chappyſy. 
Doors are open, a promiſcuous Company, Mu: 
Profanc and Riotous, as well as the Good and S Ay 
rious may enter in; and the wicked have MHH 
greateſt need to repair hither, that they may bY, 

taught better and learn to amend their Live 
When you purpoſe therefore to frequent the di 

vine Aſſemblies, Meditate ſeriouſly upon the Plac 
whither you arc going, and leave all wanton an 7 


unmortified Affections behind you, and pollu 


„ 
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not or the Courts ts of the Lord. 8 Hoaſe.. If Mak was 
doo be cclebrated in this Chappel, or ſhould it ever 
be turned into any ſuch Idolatrous and Super- 
unous Uſe, I dont doubt but you would abomi- 
JE rate che Place, and look upon it as greatly Con- 
er aminated and Defiled ; and yet you that come 
'i cher with Troops of unrepented Sins and Vi- 
cs, are a far greater Scandal and Profanation 
hereof. I had rather ſee the Image of the Vir- 
n Mary, or any other Saint, —5 a Beaſt in it, 
than a Fornicator, a Winebibber, or a Glutton. 
jyou could peep into any of the Temples of the 
Indians, - and ſaw ſome of their molten and car- 
xd Idols; I queſtion, not but you would Bleſs 
jour ſelves at the Abomination ; and could you 
oben dive into your own Breaſts, "and ſee all your 
ae Luſts and Paſſions, you would count the In- 
dans Saints in compare with your ſelves; for 
Phe Beaſts they adore, are Creatures that God 
0 made, tho not 10 that uſe, but he was never the 
Auhor of your Luſts and Vices; and either bid 


. cu to theſe, or come not into che Houſe of the 
1 2 


Thirdly. Next let us ſearch into the Reaſons why 


od would have but one Temple in all the Land RR 


ei. And Jeſepbus informs us, becauſe God cap. 8. 
> 


iS 
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through the perverſe Spirit of that ſtifnecked Pec 


ped in their Affections and Brotherly Love one 


is one, and the Hebrew Nation is one. And by 
this the Jews were to underſtand how unanimou 
they were to be in their Religion; tho they abouy. 
ded in Synagogues and Minute Oratories, ye 
God would not let them have any more than ons 
Temple, to ſignify they all appertained to on 
and the ſame God, and ſhould be all of one Mind 
and Judgment, without any Schiſm and Diviſion 
And albeit the Lord deſigned well herein, ye 


ho — gg” * 
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ple it did not take effect, but they had ſeparat 
Congregations, and many private Sectaries; anc 
being divided in Judgment, they were ſoon war 


from another. And the like Misfortune hat 
happened to moſt other Churches; and we © 
this Nation arc Divided, as well in the Places o 
divine Worſhip, as in the manner of 1t. But a 
there is but one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, (c 
there ſhould be but one Mind and Spirit among 
all Chriſtian Profeſſors ; for as the Apoſtle fait 
tho there be many Members, yet they all belong ti 
the ſame Body, and ſo ſhould conſpire to the mu F 
tual comfort and benefit of each other. Wa 
not the Eye made to guide the Hand, and thi 
Hand to help the Foot, and the Foot to cat! N 
the Body whereſoever it pleaſeth? Thus ſh _ 
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Communicative and Aſſiſting, and kindly Af- 
K &ionate and peaccable Minded? and I am 
fure this is a very ill time to differ or ſepa- 
rate one from another, when we have ſuch 
treacherous and potent Enemies to encounter. 
If we were more Loyal and Unanimous at 
home, our Enemies abroad would have but little 
Heart to attempt any thing further againſt us. 
When St. Paul was informed of the Diſſenſions 
n the Church of Corinth, ſce how he upbraids 
them, 1 Cor. 1 12. Whereas many of you ſay, 1 am of 
aal, and I am of Apollos and I am of Cephas, 
Wh id 1 am of Chriſt. What, is Chrifd then divided? 
br was Paul Crucified for you? Or were you Baptized 
into the Name of Paul? No ſurcly, we were all 
Baptized into the Name of Chriſt, and he being 
but one, and we belonging to him, we ſhould 
be all one too, and no longer Quarrel, Differ, or 
Reyile one another. 


Fourthly. Hence learn to praiſe and glorify 
Almighty God, for the bleſſed Opportunities you 
cyoy. 

Praiſe is the main buſineſs and employment of 
the Angelical Quire; they can never be ſuppoſed 
to Pray for themſelves, becauſe they are in no 

K. 2 want, 


Chriſtian Diſciples Miniſter to one another, be 
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Luk.2. racter of Anna the Propheteſs, and aſſures us, that 


want, but they will always have cauſe to Praidl 
and extol the Name of God, not only for hi 
own Excellencics, but for their Creation, and the. 
High Privileges of their own Order. And is iti, 
not our Duty likewiſe to render Thankſgiving. 
unto the Lord, for his gracious Protection, and. 
many other ſignal Bleſſings, which through his 

good Proyidence we now enjoy ? Are not the 
Church Doors open,and have you not all freedom 
and liberty to enter in if you pleaſe, which is not 
ſo with many of our Neighbouring Nations 
And to them that are ſerious and well inclined, 
there can not be greater Spiritual Comforts and 
Bleſſings. St. Lake gives an extraordinary Cha- 


Jhe departed not from the Temple, but ſerved. God with 
Faſting and Prayers, Day and Night. But how con. 
trariant herein are many in theſe later Ages, who 
ſeldom care to come near a Church, but when 
Sunday comes, cither ſlecp it away, or take Ph. 
fick, or prophane it by Gaming or ſome other 
Avocations? And others arc. ſuch Covetous 
Wretches, and fo deeply immerſcd and ſunk in 
their worldly and ſecular Affairs, that they arc 
vexed at the frequent return of the Sabbath, 
and long to have it over, ſaying with thoſe in 
Amos 8. 5.0 when. will the New Moon. be gon, that 

. eas 
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IJ: may ſell Corn, and the Sabbath that we may 
WG forth Wheat. But it is ſtrang to ſee Men fo 


MWickward and unwilling to appear before the 


ord; and Worſhip him in his Holy Temple. 


Ire there not thouſands in other Countries that 
would rejoice at ſuch a blefled Privilege and 


wedom ? Reflect upon the deplorable Condition 
at of late Years hath happened to the perſecuted 
oteſtants in Catalonia, Piedmont, and in the 
ulican Churches, who have been denied this 


four, and exiled out of their own Country, 


nd like wearied Pilgrims have been forced to 
te Sanctuary where they could. But bleſſed be 
xd, you are in no ſuch danger here, the Go- 
nment is on your fide, and the Doors of all 
hurches open to receive them that can but find 
their Heart to enter therein. And what a joyful 
ccafion have we all at this inſtant to repair to the 
[mple, and there to magnify and extol the Name 
Cod for the wonderful Succeſs our Fleet and 

Dutch have lately Obtained over the French in 
de dpaniſn Port at Vigo, which I can reſemble to 

thing, but God's Deſtroying the Hoſt of Pharoh 
the Redl. Sea. This proſperous Iflue, and the re- 
Kated Conqueſts of her Majeſties Forces in Flan- 
&rs this Campaign are demonſtrations ſufficient, 


at as God placed her upon the Throne of her 
Royal 


= 
— — — — —— — WP 
E - * = = 


— 


70 : An Exhortation 


Exod. 15. 


would be as wiſely expended to God's Glory a 


Royal Father, ſo he will maintain her Right again 
all foreign Invaſions and domeſtic Rebellions. LA 
us therefore ſing the ſong of Moſes unto the Lin, 
for he hath triumphed gloriouſly: The Lord is a 
ſtrength, and become our Salvation; He is our Gy; 
and we have prepared for him an Habitation : 
Right-Hand O Lord is become glorious in Pons 
thy Right-Hand 0 Lord hath daſhed in pieces t 
Enemy; The Sea covered them, they ſunk as Le 
in the mighty Naters: Who is like unto thee O I. 
among the Gods *Who is like Thee, Glorious in 
lineſs, fearful in Praiſes, doing Wonders, Þ 
God then both the Queen and People, ml 
walk worthy of ſuch ſignal and gracious Proy 
dences as theſc are, which will engage the Lo 
to give us further ſucceſs, and compleat her M. 
jeſties Victories. And could our moſt Sovereq 
Lady Queen Ann, (whom God long Preleriiifh 
and Bleſs) but once enjoy that moſt welconiflh 
Benediction of a General Peace, I verily belie 
the noble Revenue of the Crown of Englalh 


the Benefit of her Subjects, as the Royal Mo 
of Conſtantine, or Queen Elizabeth ever did. 


Fit 
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Fifthly. Priſe and Value the Sacred Scriptures 
Ward the Sacraments, that arc here delivered unto 


bu. | 
ou What made Ptolomy Philadelphus, write to Ele- let Hiſt 
Gr the High Prieſt at Jeruſalem, for Interpreters — 8 
che Hebrew Bible? Was it think ye, only to 
nce his famous Egyptian Library; no ſurely 
n for the information of his Judgment, and to 
Lee acquainted with the Laws of the Jews, that 
"ad the Character of Divine Stampt upon them. 
nd among all the Noble and Religious Acts of 
mtantine, his concern for the Souls of his gab de 
orcts merits, the ' greateſt Encomium, who - —— 
te to Euſebius Cæſarienſis to provide fifty Co- 3% 
of the Bible, and tranſmit them to Conſtanti- 
we, becauſe many of the Citizens had newly 
mbraced the Chriſtian Faith. Undoubtedly the 
criptures are of infinite concern to the Salvation 
Mens Souls, elſe theſe Princes would never been 
cle vlicitous to have them Tragſcribed and Di- 
red abroad. And I ſhould be glad to hear that 
'y lions of Quality would adorn their Chambers 
u Cloſets, with theſe Divine Volumes of the 
bly Ghoſt, rather than with ſuch abundance of 
ech Novels, Poetry, Opera's and prophane 
Worics. Alas! the Scriptures are now 1 * 

ookt 
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Polt! into or neradl in e b unleß by - thi 
Poorer ſort, and are of ſmall repute among Me 
Yet in the Reign of Diocleſian, that cruel Perſe 
cor of the primitive Chriſtians, one might ha 
ſeen multitudes of People freely parting with 
all their worldly Subſtance rather than their Bible; 
and when they could no longer eſcape the Tyran 
Fury, they hid the Scripturcs in ſubterrancon 
Places, and choſe to commit their Bodies to th 
Flames, rather than their Bibles ſhould be Burnt 
"Tis Mens Ignorance and Sinfulneſs, that make 
them look upon the Scriptures with ſuch an in 
different and contemptible Eyc. If they rega 
ded inſtruction, the Bible would be in greate 
eſteem with them: Inſtruction from any han 
ſerves to cure Men of their Errours. Euſeb 
Biſhop of Ceſarea is an Example hereof, w 
at firſt was Tainted with Arianiſm, and coul 
not reliſh the term Conſubſtantial; but after 
was privy to the Diſputes and Arguments of t 
Orthodox Biſhoꝑʒ in the Nicene Council, he vi 
quickly of another Opinion, as the learned Val 
favs informs us, in the Lite of Euſebius; 
Sce bis wrote a Circular Letter to his Dioceſs, import 


Letter in 


Socrates. the ſame, and that he had ray Subſcribed | | 


li 
ah Nicene C reed. 
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h And as to i Sirraments, theſe were always 
en MWrled by the Fathers, C anales Gratiæ, means to 
convey the Graces of the Spirit to the Souls of 
wal devout Communicants. Theſe arc moſt likely 
nts help us to break off all excentrical and viti- 
leh Habits to mortify the Deeds of the Body, 
intWrd every carnal Member, and to controul all 
we unruly Wills and Aﬀections. If ever a ſto- 
al Apathy, or exemption from the Paſſions may 
rnb: obtained, tis the Scriptures and the Sacraments 
* kt muſt procure it for us, which was in vain 
ught after in the Schools of the Philoſophers; 
xd one of their wiſe Men was at length ſenſible 
f this, and that made him cry out when under 
ncyous Pain and Miſery, da mihi patientiam 
eb tienen, indue me O God, with Chriſtian 
hi nence. And I know no better means for the 
oulWtanment hereof, and the other ſalutary Gifts of 
re Spirit, than conſtantly Reading the Scrip- 
uu, and qualifying ourſelves for the Bleſſed 
5 Mnament. * 
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nll Sixthly, and laſtly, know what is once'devo- 
run to God's Service and Worſhip, can not be 
d tt = or converted to any other uſe after- 
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801 *. | When the Lend. charged Moſes to Jenfti 
firſt. Born unto bim, for they were his, could a 
lay claim to them | afterwards? And all thi 
the Lord meant by Sanctifying them, was only 
oblige them to Dedicate and Set apart the ii 

deſt — the Hebrew Male Children for the Servi 

J 


of the Tabernacle and the Temple. And they v 
are thus devoted, can never quit their Becke. 


cal Function, and betake — to a (cc 
lar Employ ; for how does St. Paul complain 
one that had Renounced his Orders? 2 Tim 
10. Demas hath forſaken me, having loved t 
preſent World, So when it ſhall be ſaid, that*x 
Chappel is Conſecrated unto the = you 
to underſtand no more, but that it is deſti 
and appropriated to God's Service and Worſbip, : 
ſo cannot be put to any other ule afterwar 
The corrupt Jews 1. thus much of d 
Corban, or Gift unto God, which they rightly « 
Mar7.11; Claded was not in their Power to retrieve : 
bring back againgmſter it had been once devo 
to the Temple. Thevſame may be collected fre 
that Reprimend, which Peter gave to Anais, 
ont bead Sold hs Toſſeſſion and devoted 
Price unto God, A. 5. 4. Mbilſt it remained 
it not thine own? and after it was ſold was it wit 
thine ownPower? but after thou hadſt bequeathed it 


* 
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a the anti} ws dei e mini oy a 
| 1 | L 
Luk for which it was rear d, {ince it can- | 
be converted to any other ; and repair hither 

m humility and dp Sincerity, and beſeech 

Wed to dignify this Houſe with his Glorious Preſence, 

to make his conſtant Reſidence here, Praying 

tis in the Text, Ariſe O Lord God into thy reſt- 

Place, thou and the Ark, of thy Strength. 
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